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Background

My son was diagnosed with multiple life-threatening food allergies and asthma at ~1 year old.

At ~5, he received four vaccine shots in one sitting, developed anaphylaxis and spent the night in the 
ICU.

Our doctors did not know what caused it nor did they have a cure. I had no option but to research the 
matter myself. It became quickly obvious that food protein contaminated vaccines cause the food 
allergy epidemic.1–4 

Controversies in Vaccine Safety
A Critical Review
I wrote the chapter on Vaccine Induced Allergies.
https://www.elsevier.com/books/controversies-in-vaccine-safety/shaw/978-0-12-803254-1

Continuing the investigation, it does not take long to realize that ALL injected proteins can be 
dangerous and need to be carefully studied and effects understood before use.

SHINGRIX

I reviewed the following SHINGRIX document:
https://www.fda.gov/downloads/AdvisoryCommittees/CommitteesMeetingMaterials/BloodVaccinesand
OtherBiologics/VaccinesandRelatedBiologicalProductsAdvisoryCommittee/UCM575190.pdf

Immunization with animal protein contaminated vaccines cause autoimmune diseases

Chinese Hamster Ovary (CHO) host cell protein contamination of vaccines is a fundamental safety 
problem. SHINGRIX vaccine antigens are produced on CHO cells. Cancer research has demonstrated 
that immunization with homologous xenogeneic proteins (such as vaccines contaminated with animal 
proteins that resemble human proteins) results in autoimmunity.5–7

As previously described for Type 1 diabetes (T1D), low affinity self reactive (LASR) T cells that barely
qualify to be positively selected in the thymus, can have high enough affinity to self peptides to be 
functional and cause autoimmune disease upon activation.7 T cells with T cell receptors (TCR) that 
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recognize peptides that differ by as little as one amino acid from a self peptide, can be positively 
selected and migrate to the periphery.8

If homology is 100%, animal derived peptides being identical to self peptides, have a low probability of
causing autoimmune disease. This is because T cells that bind self peptides with high affinity would be
negatively selected in the thymus. There are many regions where animal protein sequence is identical 
except for one to two amino acid difference compared to homologous human proteins. Peptides from 
such near-identical regions can be expected to activate LASR T cells, resulting in autoimmune disease. 
The AS01B adjuvant in the SHINGRIX vaccine provides the necessary innate immune system derived 
costimulation (as described in the SHINGRIX document), required for LASR T cell activation.9

For decades, vaccinologists have been reluctant to understand the immunological mechanism of how
vaccines work, fail or hurt the body. Pulendran et al.10 write:

“Despite their success, one of the great iro-nies of vaccinology is that the vast majority of vaccines
have been developed empirically, with little or no understanding of the immunological mechanisms by
which they induce protective immunity. However, the failure to develop vaccines against global
pandemics such as infection with human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) despite decades of effort has
underscored the need to understand the immunological mechanisms by which vaccines confer
protective immunity.”

Like the vaccinologists, pharmaceutical companies also fail to understand the immunological
mechanisms of other products. Monoclonal antibody products produced on CHO cells began to fail due
to the induction of anti-drug antibodies (ADA) against the animal peptides. The pharmaceutical 
companies and regulators have ignored immune responses to injected animal proteins for decades. Now
with ADA, they have been forced to look at the issue.11

Dr. Vibha Jawa, a director with Merck commented on the article below (see comments section):
“We are beginning to look at residual proteins and contaminant with vaccines
Depending on animal protein a degree of homology with human self can be evaluated using algorithm
to understand the extent of tolerance.
Additionally in vitro human immune cell assays can be run to understand thersholds of these proteins
and their adjuvant effects”
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/305628626_Evaluating_Immunogenicity_Risk_Due_to_Host
_Cell_Protein_Impurities_in_Antibody-Based_Biotherapeutics

So, immunotoxic effects of non-target proteins in general and animal proteins in particular, that
contaminate vaccines, have not been studied or understood thus far. Such poorly designed, poorly
understood vaccines have been administered for decades and continue to be administered.
Unfortunately, these immunotoxic vaccines have therefore caused the epidemic of allergy1–3, asthma3,
autism12,13, autoimmune diseases4,6,14–23 and require a complete re-design4.

Autoimmunity due to molecular mimicry to other proteins in SHINGRIX

Wraith et al.24 have suggested bioinformatics analysis of vaccine antigens to determine autoimmunity 
risk. The SHINGRIX document provides no such analysis. Bioinformatics analysis of VZV 
glycoprotein E for molecular mimicry to self antigens and autoimmunity risk is required.

Likewise, Salmonella minnesota and Quillaja saponaria Molina proteins need bioinformatics analysis 
for molecular mimicry to self antigens.



Autoimmune disease manifestation can take years. It is unacceptable to sicken people for years waiting 
for pharmacovigilance signals that usually get lost in the noise. We need immediate pre/post 
vaccination autoimmune serology as suggested by Wraith et al.24 to detect these problems right away.

Dismissal of serious adverse events (SAE) and potential immune-mediated inflammatory diseases 
(pIMDs) without root cause analysis, is unacceptable.

Possible autoimmune etiology of adverse events (AEs) such as optic ischemic neuropathy, 
supraventricular tachyarrhythmias18, supraventricular tachycardia, must be immediately investigated 
and root cause understood before approval.

Root cause must be established for all serious and non-serious pIMDs before approval.

Looking at the big picture

Natural varicella infection prevents some types of cancer. So a varicella vaccine
increases the rate of those cancers. Lee et al.25 wrote:

"In a comprehensive analysis of familial and personal medical histories in adults with glioma,
we previously showed that history of chickenpox and=or shingles was inversely correlated with case
status.36"

Has this been accounted in the risk vs. benefits analysis? The risk vs. benefits analysis must be 
published.

Conclusion

The safety evaluation of SHINGRIX is inadequate and the approval must be revoked.
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